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(^4) Video recording and/or reproducing system. 



(57) A video recording or reproducing system 
such as a VCR or camcorder is provided with an 
indexing system for recorded programs. Identi- 
fication codes (ID) for individual recorded prog- 
rams are recorded in the vertical blanking 
periods for the recorded video signals, which 
are detected by a decoder (50). The codes are 
stored in a memory (50) and programs can be 
selected from a video tape from an on-screen 
display of the memory contents for a particular 
tape. Individual ID codes for a new tape and 
newly recorded programs are produced by a 
microcomputer (90) to be recorded concur- 
rently with signals being recorded, during the 
vertical blanking periods. 
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The present invention relates to a video recording 
and/or reproducing system, with a video index func- 
tion such as video cassette recorders (VCRs) and 
camcorders. 

In order to find a particular portion or program 
from recorded contents of a video tape, a video index 
search system (VISS) and a video address search 
system (VASS) have been employed hitherto in 
VCRs and camcorders. Also, a classification label 
may be attached to the video tape. VISS is utilised to 
facilitate the search of recorded contents of a video 
tape during playing thereof, by storing a specific index 
signal on a control track of the video tape at the start 
point of recording. VASS facilitates searching of re- 
corded contents of a video tape during playing thereof 
by storing a specific index address on a control track 
on the video tape at the start pooint of recording. The 
specific address corresponds to a location on the vid- 
eo tape at which the recording begins, and value of 
the specific address varies according to the recording 
position along the length of the tape. 

However, VISS and VASS suffer from the follow- 
ing problems. 

In VISS, the same index signal is recorded at the 
start of each recorded program, so the video tape 
must be played from its beginning to the end for 
searching the desired content. In VASS, a fixed ad- 
dress can be utilised when the exact position of the 
desired content from the start point of the search is 
already determined, but, when the position of the de- 
sired content is not definite, the search must be per- 
formed from the start point of the search to the end 
of the video tape or performed after rewinding the 
video tape. If a desired picture is not then displayed, 
the unsearched portion must be search. Consequent- 
ly, all data recorded on the video tape usually needs 
to be searched. 

Broadly stated, the present invention provides a 
video recording and/or reproducing system including 
means for recording on and/or reproducing from a re- 
cording medium, video signals corresponding to a 
plurality of programs together with identification 
codes (ID) concerning the programs, characterised in 
that the identification codes are recorded in prdeter- 
mined blanking periods of the video signals. 

To search the recorded contents on a video tape, 
the present invention employs a video library system 
(hereinafter referred to as "VLS") which does not 
adopt the VISS, VASS or labelling of the video tape. 
The VLS stores information data on the video tape to 
inform the user of information data about the video 
tape. In more detail, when one video tape from several 
tapes is inserted into a set (e.g. VCR), information 
designating the particular inserted tape ^nd program 
infortnation registered by the user during recording, 
are displayed to inform the user of the location of the 
recorded tape content. The tape can be recorded or 
played on the basis of the displayed information, us- 



ing a remote controller or key board installed on the 
set. 

A similar technique for recording and playing 
message data in a vertical blanking period is dis- 

5 closed in US Patent No. 5 097 348 but this, however, 
relates only to a superimposition function. 

The invention thus provides a video library sys- 
tem for recording or playing an index (ID) code indi- 
cating information about the video tape in a vertical 

10 blanking period of a video signal to enable a user to 
search a desired picture without using the VISS or 
VASS. 

Features and advantages of the present inven- 
tion will become more apparent from the following de- 
15 tailed description of a preferred embodiment thereof, 
with reference to the accompanying drawings in 
whch: 

Figure 1 is a block diagram of a video library sys- 
tem according to the present invention; 
20 Figue 2 is a flow chart of a method of carrying out 

the present invention : 

Figures 3A to 3E are flow charts for showing the 
subroutine and supplemental steps of the meth- 
od according to Figure 2: 
25 Figure 4 illustrates states displayed on a screen 

during a library operation: and 
Figure 5A and 5B are waveforms showing hori- 
zontal and vertical sync signals, respectively. 
Referring to Figure 1 a composite video signal is 
30 received via an adder 80 from an exernal video signal 
source (not shown), e.g. a video signal input line and 
tuner. A microcomputer 90 is connected to a sync sig- 
nal separator 20 for separating a horizontal sync sig- 
nal H-sync and a vertical sync signal V-sync from the 
35 composite video signal. The microcomputer 90 is also 
connected to an index separator unit consisting of a 
data slicer 30 and a decoder 40. 

The microcomputer 90 counts the horizontal sync 
signals H-sync and veritcal sync signals V-sync. By 
40 this counting operation, a vertical blanking period is 
determined, and in accordance with the invention, 
the blanking period includes ID information a tape ID 
code designating the tape number and a parogram ID 
code designating a start point of the recording. The 
45 microcomputer 90 outputs a vertical blanking signal 
V-8LK corresponding to the vertical blanking period 
which contains the ID information to facilitate repro- 
duction of the ID information. 

When the vertical blanking signal V-BLK deter- 
50 mined as above is output from the micromputer 90 to 
the data slicer 30. ID information stored during the re- 
cording is separated in the data slicer 30 from the 
composite video signal that is received from the ad- 
der 80, by means of the vertical blanking signal V- 
55 BLK. The decoder 40 is connected to the data slicer 
30 to decode the separated ID information into a sig- 
nal form recognisable by the microcomputer 90. 
The microcomputer 90 is also connected to the 
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following components: a mennory 50 for storing a li- 
brary corresponding to the ID code which increases 
one by one per recording, a motor 55 driven by a con- 
trol voltage and a control signal F/R from the micro- 
computer 90, and a key board 10 with keys for con- 
trolling the microcomputer 90, such as a search key, 
a clear key, a library on/off key and character keys. 
An amplifier is connected to the microcomputer 90 for 
amplifying an remote-control signal. 

The microcomputer 90 is further connected to an 
on-screen display (OSD) 60 for displaying the ID code 
and library corresponding to the ID code extracted 
from the memory 50. in response . to the input by the 
key board 1 0. The OSD 60 is connected to a mixer 70 
whch combines the composite video signal from the 
adder 80 with an on screen display signal from the 
OSD 60 to thus output the result of the combination. 
A white or colour signal for controlling colour of char- 
acters displayed on the screen is received from one 
side of the mixer 70. 

Therefore, the microcomputer 90 extracts the ID 
information or library corresponding to the ID tape 
code from the memory 50 to ouput the extracted libra- 
ry to the OSD 60. the on-screen display signal from 
the OSD 60 is supplied to the mixer 70 to be com- 
bined with the composite video signal from the video 
signal source to display the ID information on the 
screen. At this time, the white or colour signal input 
to .the mixer 70 controls the colour of the displayed 
portion on the screen and an embodying technique 
which is known per se and this will not be described 
herein. The ID information displayed via the OSD 60 
is illustrated in Figure 4, which will be explained later 
in the description with reference to Figures 2 and 3. 

The user may play, clear or change the displayed 
program ID code by selecting a desired library and us- 
ing various functional keys on the key board 10 such 
as the search key, clear key, character keys and libra- 
ry on/off key. 

In the case of a new tape which has no informa- 
tion thereon, the ID code on the tape cannot be ex- 
tracted from the memory since the memory 50 has no 
ID code in respect of the new tape. However, the mi- 
crocomputer 90 automatically outputs a tape ID code 
from its ID code output terminal IDo, and the tape ID 
code is combined with the external composite video 
signal (e.g. a television broadcasting signal) in the ad- 
der 80. The tape ID code is also stored in the memory 
50. At this time, the lape ID code and a program ID 
code are recorded, with the program code in a format 
of 0001 as shown in Figure 4. In case that the tape is 
not a new one, an ID code is extracted from the .-nem- 
ory and fed to the microcomputer 90 since the ID 
code is already stored in the memory 50. the extract- 
ed program ID code is increased by one, and the tape 
•ID code is left unchanged. Thus, the increased pro- 
gram ID code is combined with the external compo- 
site video signal to be recorded, and the increased 



program ID code is also recorded in the memory 50. 
The reason for increasing the program ID code by one 
is in that the program ID code is increased upon re- 
cording whereas the tape ID code is changed only in 
5 the case of a new tape. 

According to the present invention as described 
above, the tape ID code and program ID ID code are 
recorded or reproduced in the vertical blanking period 
of the video signal, thereby enabling the search of the 

10 library of the video tape to be achieved without the 
need to carry out a time consuming searchof the en- 
tire tape as with the prior VISS or VASS systems 

- Operation-of the apparatus~having the above 

stated construction will be described in detail with ref- 

15 erence to Figures 2 and 3A to 3E. 

Figure 2 is a flow chart for a method embodying 
a video library system according to the present inven- 
tion. Here, upon insertion of a video tape. ID informa- 
tion or a library corresponding to the tape is displayed 

20 on the screen, or an ID code is combined with the ex- 
ternal composite video signal to be recorded. 

In step 100, the microcomputer 90 determines 
whether a video tape is newly inserted or not. In step 
200. when the video tape is newly inserted, the mi- 

25 crocomputer 90 mutes a video signal ouput and auto- 
matically performs a short play to check whether a 
vertical blanking period having the (D codes exists or 
not. If the vertical blanking period exists in step 200. 
in step 300, the ID code separated from the compo- 

30 site video signal by means of the vertical blanking sig- 
nal from the micromputer 90 is decoded in the decod- 
er 40 to be input to the microcomputer 90 which in turn 
confirms the existence of the ID code in the signal re- 
ceived from the decoder 40. If there is no ID Code, the 

35 tape is regarded as a new one. so that a new flag is 
set to one. Contrarily. if there is an ID code, the tape 
is regarded as a used one so that the new flag is set 
to zero and then the content of the library corre- 
sponding to the ID Code input from the decoder 40 to 

40 the micromputer 90 is read out from the memory 50. 

When the video tape is not newly inserted one in 
step 100, step 400 is performed. In step 400 if record- 
ing on the tape is to be started, the program ID code 
is increased by one, and the mode is checked wheth- 

45 er it is of a recording or not. When it is determined that 
the mode is the recording mode in step 400, in step 
500, the new flag is checked whether it is set to one. 
If the new flag is set to one, the tape ID code is in- 
creased by one by regarding the tape being a new 

50 one. Whereas, if the new flag is not set to one. which 
means that the tape is not a new one, the tape ID 
code is not increased and the ID code is output from 
the microcomputer 90 to the rnixer 70 for the on- 
screen display. 

55 If the vertical blanking period ID code does not 

exist in step 200. the mode is not of recording, or the 
step 300 is carried out, an on-screen display subrou- 
tine (hereinafter referred to as SUB1) is called for dis- 
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playing the library corresponding to the tape ID code 
according to a key-input, in step 600. After performing 
step 600. a current program ID code and a program 
ID code selected by the user are compared with each 
other in according with the input of the search key. 
and the motor 55 is controlled in response to the re- 
sult of the comparison. Thus, in step 700. a first 
search subroutine (hereinafter referred to as SUB2) 
is called- 

Figures 3A to 3E are flow charts showing the sub- 
routines and supplemental steps of the method ac- 
cording to Figure 2. 

Figure 3A is a flow chart of the SUB1 of step 600 
shown in Figure 2, In step 610. the input key is 
checked whether it is a library key showing the ID in- 
formation or not. Here, when the input key is deter- 
mined as the library key. in step 620, the library-on 
state (i.e., the on-screen display of the library) is con- 
firmed. Thereafter, the OSD is cleared so as to turn 
off the library display in the case of the library-on 
state, of the content of the library of the currently 
loaded tape is displayed on the screen. 

When the library-key input is not checked in step 
610, in step 630, the library-on state is confirmed. In 
case of the library-on state, an arrow-key input is 
checked. When the input key is determined to be an 
arrow key in step 630, in step 640, a cursor on the 
OSD displaying the title of the program correspond- 
ing to the ID code shown in Figure 4 is moved in a di- 
rection defined by the arrow key. 

If the input key is not the arrow key in step 630, 
the input key is checked whether it is a character key 
or not in step 650, If the character-key input is con- 
firmed, a corresponding character is output by means 
of the cursor in step 660. If the character key is not 
input in step 650, in step 670, clear key input is 
checked, so that the portion currently indicated the 
cursor on the corresponding line can be cleared. After 
performing the above-described steps, the subrou- 
tine SUB2 shown in Figure 2 is carried out. 

Figure 38 is a flow chart showing SUB2 of step 
700. After confirming the SUB1 of step 600 shown in 
Figure 3A, SUB2 is called in step 700. Therefore, by 
the input of the search key, the current program ID 
code and the ID code selected by the user are com- 
pared with each otherto control the drive of the motor 
55, thereby executing a play operation. 

In more detail, when step 710 determines that the 
input key is the search key for selecting a desired pro- 
gram from the on-screen display, in step 720, the li- 
brary-on state is confirmed. Then, in case of the libra- 
ry -on state, the current ID code is compared with the 
ID code selected by the user by means of the search 
key. Thus, when they are the same, the tape is 
played. 

If the current ID code and the ID code selected 
by the user to be searched are not the same in step 
720, a tape length corresponding to the time differ- 



ence between the recording time of a program with 
the current ID code, and the recording time of a pro- 
gram recorded on the selected ID code, is calculated 
in step 730. In order to speed up program selection. 
5 the tape is run at high speed until close to the select- 
ed praogram, with the tape in an unloaded state, and 
then at normal speed in a loaded state. To this end. 
in step 740, the time diference is compared with a pre- 
determined value, so that the tape is fully loaded 

10 when the lime difference is smaller than the prede- 
termined value, or is unloaded when it is greater than 
the predetermined value. Referring to Figure 4, as- 
suming that the current program ID code is 0001 cor- 
responding to PROGRAM- 1, and the program ID 

75 code selected by the search key is 0003 for PRO- 
GRAM-3, the time difference from the current ID 
code to the ID code to be search is two hours because 
thePROGRAM-1 is one hourlong from 10:00 to 11:00 
and PROGRAM-2 whose ID code is 0002 is one hour 

20 long from 8:00 to 9:00. Accordingly, the time differ- 
ence from the beginning of the program having code 
0001 to the start of the program for ID code 0003 
(PROGRAM-3) is two hours. The tape is according 
fast forwaded for a tape length corresponding to say 

25 one hour and fifty minutes, in an unloaded condition 
in order to prevent the tape and tape head from being 
damaged, and to avoid the time lapse that would be 
caused by forwarding the tape in the fully loaded 
state. Thus, the selected program is searched by for- 

30 warding the tape in the fully loaded state in the case 
of a small time difference between the program cor- 
responding to the current program ID code and the 
program corresponding to the selected program ID 
code. But. if the time difference is great, the tape trav- 

35 el is initially performed in an unloaded state and then 
changed to be the fully loaded state to search the de- 
sired program. The predetermined value selected for 
step 740 determines when the search switches from 
the initial searching in the unloaded state, to the final 

40 searching in the loaded state. 

After performing step 740. the value of the cur- 
rent ID code is compared with that of the selected ID 
code in step 750. If the current ID code is smaller than 
the selected ID code this means that the position of 

45 the selected ID code precedes the current ID code 
and thus the motor 55 needs to wind the tape foward 
until reaching the portion to be searched. However, if 
the current ID code is larger or equal to the selected 
ID code, this means that the selected ID code is dis- 

50 posed after the current ID code, and thus the motor 
55 needs to rewind the tape until reaching the portion 
to be searched. 

If step 710 determines that the input key is not 
the search key, a second search subroutine (herf^in- 

55 after referred to as SUB3) is called in step 760 to 
check the existence of the sync signal, performing an 
operation according to the resuU of step 710. 

Figure 3C is a flow chart showing the SUB3 of 
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Figure 3B. The existence of the sync signal is 
checked in step 761. When the sync signal is not de- 
tected, it is determined whether the current ID code 
is the final code or not in step 762. Here, the non-ex- 
istence of the sync signal denotes that nothing is dis- 5 
played on the screen. If the result of step 762 indi- 
cates that the current program ID code is the final 
program ID code. i.e. indicating the final program re- 
corded on the tape, the tape is rewound, otherwise a 
high-speed search is performed in step 764. Mean- io 
while, if the sync signal exists in step 761 , the search 
is performed for determining the existence of the pro- 
gram lD code beyond the current position of the tape" " ' 
in step 765. Therefore, when the ID code exists, in 
step 766, the recorded content is reproduced and the is 
search is finished. 

In addition to the sequential operation described 
heretofore with reference to Figures 2A and 3A to 3C. 
an abruptly occurring horizontal or vertical interrupt 
can be processed as illustrated in Figure 3D and 3E. 20 
respectively, which will be explained with rreference 
to Figures 5A and 5B. 

First, as shown in Figure 3D. the interrupt with re- 
spect to the vertical sync signal V-sync is processed 
as below. In step 801 . the interrupt is checked wheth- 25 
er it occurs at the start point of the vertical sync signal 
or not When a point indicated by VPI of Figure 5B is 
determined as the start point of the vertical sync sig- 
nal in step 801 . the horizontal sync signal is set to zero 
to inhibit further counting of the horizontal sync signal 30 
since the vertical blanking period may include an ID 
code. When an interrupt does not occur at the start 
■point of the vertical sync signal in step 801 . the inter- 
rupt is checked again whether it occurs at the end 
point of the vertical sync signal, i.e. a point indicated 35 
by VPO in Figure 58, in step 803. When the point is 
determined as the end of the vertical sync signal, 
there is no need to count the horizontal sync signal 
due to the fact that the video signal follows the end 
of the vertical sync signal. Accordingly, the horizontal 40 
sync signal is set to zero to inhibit further counting of 
the horizontal sync signal, and then the operating 
having been performed before the occurrence of the 
interrupt, is continued. 

An interrupt with respect to the horizontal sync 45 
signal is processed as below. In step 811. the inter- 
rupt is checked whether it occurs at the start point of 
the horizontal sync signal designated by HPI in Figure 
5Aor not. Thus, when the interrupt occurs at the start 
point of the horizontal sync signal, the horizontal sync so 
signal is increased by one so as to search a portion 
having the ID code in step 81 2. In step 813. the inter- 
rupt is checked whether it occurs during the vertical 
sync signal period corresponding to a section A in Fig- 
ure 5A. When the vertical sync period is confirmed in 55 
step 813, in step 814. the counted value of the hori- 
zontal sync signal is compared with a predetermined 
value in order to confirm the counted value of the hor- 



izontal sync signal to be included in the vertical blank- 
ing period having the ID code. When the counted val- 
ue is greater than or equal to the predetermined val- 
ue, a vertical blanking erasing signal is output to the 
data slicer 30, in step 81 5. If not. in step 81 6. the vert- 
ical blanking signal is not output to the data slicer 30 
but the operation having been performed before the 
occurrence of the interrupt is continued. 

According to the present invention as described 
above, the horizontal and vertical sync signals are 
separated from the composite video signal, and the 
microcomputer 90 counts the sync signal to output 
^t h e ver tical blanking signal loading the ID code to the 
data slicer 30 during recording, so that the data slicer 
30 separates the ID code from the composite video 
signal to output the separated ID code to the decoder 
40. Following this operation, the decoder 40 decodes 
and outputs the ID code as a signal recognisable by 
the microcomputer 90 which in turn extracts a library 
corresponding to the ID code recorded during the re- 
cording from the memory 50 and then outputs the ex- 
tracted library to the OSD 60. The on-screen display 
signal from the OSD 60 is combined with the compo- 
site video signal from the adder 80 in the mixer 70 and 
the result of the combination is output to be repro- 
duced on the screen. The tape ID code and ID code 
displayed on the screen by means of the on-screen 
display signal are selected, cleared or stored again by 
means of various functional keys on the key board 1 0. 

On the other hand, during recording, the micro- 
computer 90 extracts the program ID code stored in 
the memory 50 to increase the ID code by one, and 
the result is output to the adder 80 to be combined 
with the externally input composite video signal and 
recorded. Therefore, the ID information including 
tape ID code and program ID code can be recorded 
or played during the vertical blanking period. 

As a result, by recording and playing the tape ID 
information comprising tape ID code and program ID 
code in the vertical blanking period, the video library 
system can be embodied without adopting VISS. 
VASS or a label. 

When the present invention has been particularly 
shown and described with reference to particular em- 
bodiments thereof, it will be understood by those skil- 
led in the art that various changes in form and details 
may be effected herein without departing from the 
scope of the invention as defined by the appended 
claims. 



Claims 

1. A video recording and/or reproducing system in- 
cluding means for recording on and/or reproduc- 
ing from a recording medium, video signals cor- 
responding to a plurality of programs together 
with identificatiof) codes (ID) concerning the pro- 
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grams, characterised in that the identification 
codes are recorded In predetermined blanking 
periods of the video signals, 

2. A system according to claim 1 . wherein the iden- 
tification codes are recorded in vertical blanking 
periods of the video signals. 

3. A system according to claim 1 or 2 operable with 
a plurality of individual recording media, wherein 
the identification codes include information 
which identifies the medium concerned, and in- 
cluding means for detecting the information that 
identifies the medium concerned. 

4. A system according to claim 3 including memory 
means (50) for storing the identification codes for 
the individual media together with the codes for 
the programs stored on the individual media. 

5. A system according to claim 4 including selecting 
means for selecting particular programs on the 
basis of the data held by the memory. 

6. A system according to claim 5 including means for 
displaying contents of the memory and for select- 
ing a program on the basis of data in the display 
thereof. 



index separator for separating to decode said in- 
dex information loaded in said vertical blanking 
period supplied from said microcomputer, and 
outputting the decoded signal to said microcom- 
5 puter; 

a motor for driving said video tape for search said 
index informatin recorded on said video tape in 
response to the control signal from said micro- 
computer: 

10 adder for adding said index information from said 

microcomputer to said composite video signal 
from a plurality of video signal input sources, and 
- outputting the results of addition; and 

on-screen display for combining said index infor- 

15 mation and library from said microcomputer with 

said composite video signal from said adder, and 
outputting the result of the combination. 

9. The video library system as claimed in claim 1. 

20 wherein said index separator comprises: 

a data slicer for separating said index information 
output from said microcomputer by being insert- 
ed during said vertical blanking period from said 
composite video signal received from said adder: 

25 and 

a decorder for decoding said index information 
separated in said data slicer to be a signal recog- 
nisable to said microcomputer. 



7. A system according to claim 5 or 6 wherein said 
medium comprises a magnetic tape, including 
means for comparing the code from the tape with 
the selected code, and moving the tape to search 
for the selected program on the basis of said 
comparison. 

8. A video library system capable of searching con- 
tent desired by a user by recording index informa- 
tion in a composite video signal loaded on a video 
tape during a vertical blanking period and repro- 
ducing the recorded index information, compris- 
ing: 

sync signal separate for separating a vertical 
sync signal and a horizontal sync signal from said 
composite video signal; 

a microcomputer for determining said vertical 
blanking period including said index information 
recorded therein by counting said horizontal sync 
signal separated by means of said sync signal 
separator, outputting the index information to be 
recorded in said vertical blanking period of said 
composite video signal, outputting data for dis- 
playing said index information on a screen and 
outputting a plurality of control signals for per- 
forming a search oepration; 
memory mean*=^ for storing a library correspond- 
ing to said inr: information processed in said 
microcomputer -o input and output said library; 



30 10. A method for emobidying a video library system 
for recording and reproducing index information 
formed of a tape index code and an index code 
and stored in a vertical blanking period of a video 
signal, and selecting a desired vbideo signal by 

35 confirming a library corresponding to said index 

informatin by a user, comprising the steps of: 
checking the insertion of a new video tape; 
detecting said vertical blanking period from said 
video signal when said video tape is newly isnert- 

40 ed; 

checking the existence of said index code in a 
vertical blanking signal of said vertical blanking 
period when said vertical blanking period is de- 
tected, and reading out said library correspond- 

45 ing to said index from said microcomputer; 

checking the start of recording when said video 
tape is not newly inserted, and checking a mode 
whether it is of a recording or not after increasing 
said index code when the ;'.rt of recording is 

50 confirmed; 

checking the insertion of a new video tape when 
said mode is of said recording, and outputting 
said index code for displaying on a screen after 
increasing said tape index code when ?;aid vieo 

55 tape is the new one: 

displaying said library on said screen during per- 
forming the above-described steps in all case 
that said vertical blanking period is not detected. 
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said mode is not of said recording regardless of 
inserting a used video tape, and said library cor- 
responding to said index code is already read out 
by said microconnputer; and 

searching the video signal corresponding to the 5 
received index code, after confirming the content 
of said library displayed on said screen. 

11. The method for embodying a video library system 

as claimed in claim 5. wherein said vertical blank- w 
ing period is detected by performing a short play 
of said video signal in said step of detecting said 
— vertical blanking period. - - - - 

12. The metod for embodying a video library system is 
as claimed in claim 10. wherein said step of dis- 
playing said library on said screen comprises the 
steps of: 

checking a library key input: 

confirming a library on state when said library 20 
key is input, for dearting the on-screen display 
and turning off the library on function in case of 
the library on state, and displaying the content of 
said library of a currently loaded video tape in 
case of the library off state: 25 
checking said library-on state when said input 
key is not said library key, and checking an arrow- 
key input when said library on state is confirmed: 
moving a cursor on said on-screen display when 
said arrow key input is confirmed, and checking 30 
a character-key input when said input key is not 
said arrow key; 

outputting a character indicated by said cursor 
when said character key input is confirmed; and 
checking a clear key input when said input key is 35 
not said character key, and clearing a portion of 
the corresponding line on which said cursor is 
placed when said clear key input is confirmed. 

13. The method for embodying a video library system 40 
as claimed in claim 10, wherein said step of 
searching said video signal corresponding to said 
index code comprises the steps of: 

checking a search key input; 

checking said library on state when said search 45 
key input is confirmed, reproducing a current vid- 
eo signal when a current index code is the same 
as a selected index code; 

calculating time difference from the positon of 
said current index code to the positon of said se- so 
lected index code when said current index code 
is not the sair:e as said selected index code; 
comparing the calculated time difference with a 
predetern^ine-'^ value, fully loading said video 
tape when 3aid calculated time difference is 55 
equal to or smaller than said predetermined val- 
ue, and unloading said video tape v/hen said cal- 
culated time difference is larger than said prede- 



termined value: 

comparing the index code detected during per- 
forming the full-loading or unloading operation of 
said vide tape with said selected index code, and 
winding said video tape until reaching a selected 
portion to be searched in accordance with the re- 
sult of the comparison; aand 
checking the existence of said sync signal to per- 
form an operation according to the result of the 
checking when said search key is not input. 

14. The method for embodying a video library system 
as claimed in claim 13, wherein said step of" 
checking the existence of said sync signal to per- 
form said operation according to the result there- 
of comprises the steps of: 
checking the existence of said sync signal; 
determining whether said current index code is 
the finale ode or set when there is no sync signal, 
and performing a high-speed search when said 
current index code is not the final code; 
checking the existence of said index code in the 
succeeding portion of said video tape when said 
sync signal exists; and 

playing said video tape when said index code ex- 
ists on said succeeding portion thereof, and fin- 
ishing said search operation. 
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